PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET

Survey #: P.G. #73-9 Building Date: ca. 1807, ca. 1856
Site Name: Rose Mount
Location: (9600) Landover Road, Landover, Maryland

Private/Agriculture/Unoccupied/Ruins/Inaccessible

Descrigtion

The site of Rose Mount includes the foundations of the mid-nineteenth century house
of Joseph Kent Roberts, several trees which framed the house, remnants of gardens, and
the site of Governor Joseph Kent's grave. There is also a tenant dwelling, and several
deteriorating barns. The house at Rose Mount burned to the ground in 1974, and today the
foundations are visible, though overgrown, on the highest elevation on the site. The
foundations are iron-bearing sandstone surmounted by several courses of brick. The house
was a two-and-one-half story frame dwelling, five bays by two bays, with attached two- -
story wing. Itsplan consisted of central stairhall flanked by double parlors; entrance
was in the central bay of the south facade, through double doors surmounted by a five-
light transom. Above the entrance bay was a central cross-gable. Four interior brick
chimney stacks flanked the central passage, and served fireplaces in the interior walls
of the four parlors and bedrooms above. The east wing consisted of a pantry with a boxed
staircase, and a kitchen warmed by a large fireplace in the east gable wall. Family tra-
d- T n indicates that Governor Kent's unmarked grave is located southeast of the house in
a .vel area used in this century as a garden.

Significance:

The site of Rose Mount was the home place of Governor Joseph Kent, and the site of
the frame plantation house built later by his nephew, Joseph Kent Roberts. Only the
foundation remains of the Roberts house, and the site is heavily overgrown. In 1806, 840
acres of land, part of tracts known as Park Hall and Brooke Grove, were purchased by Dr.
Joseph Kent. On this property, which he renamed Rose Mount, he built a plantation house,
reportedly of stone, and developed terraced gardens. Kent, besides practicing medicine,
served in the U.S. House of Representatives 1810-1815 and 1819-1826. He was elected
Governor of Maryland and served from 1826-1829, and served in the U.S. Senate from 1833
until his death. He died at Rose Mount in 1837, and was buried there. After Kent's
death, the Chancery court decreed that Rose Mount should be sold to pay the Governor's
debts; it was purchased in 1840 by his nephew, Joseph Kent Roberts. No record has been
found of what happened to Kent's plantation house. Roberts probably built his frame
dwelling in 1856, to replace the older house, possibly using the stone foundation of the
older house. Roberts died at Rose Mount in 1883 and devised the property to his son,
William W. Roberts, who made it his home until his death there in 1933. The farm
remained the home of his unmarried daughters, until their deaths in 1958 and 1963. The
house was destroyed by fire in 1974. The 260-acre property was sold to a consortium of
the family, in 1984. Rose Mount was the home site of a prominent Prince George's County
family, but only scattered traces of the plantation remain.

Ac 1ge: 260 acres
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2. I.o'cation’

m&mmw (9600) Landover Road (Now on Saint Joseph g Dr1ve) —__ not for publication

city, tévm. La"dover 4 MWI district 5

M ‘Ni'aryland- S * -.f-:f;?f':f-i- R - .Prince George's.

3. Classification . ... ... -

Category Ownership . Status Present Use

—districtt  ___public .. occupled X agriculture — museum

—building(s) _X_private -~ ... X unoccupied = ___ commerciai — park

—structure __both . .. ..— work In progress — educationai — private residenice

X_site Public Acquisition  Accessible —— entertainment ___reiigious

—— Object. —— in process . —— yus: restricted - government — sclentific
T+ I_beingconsidered < ____vyes: umatrictod — Industrial —— transportation

_X not applicable _X po © ___ miiitary —__other:

Owner of Propeftv (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Balk Hill, Incorporated

street & number 8319 Kerry Road  ~ telephone no. :

city, town  Chevy Chase 7" gtate and zip code Maryland 20815
5. Location of Legal Descrlptlon

courthouse, nglstrv of deeds, efc. | Prince _George s County Courthouse % Liber 5889
street & number “Main Street folic 973
city, town Upper Marlboro | ‘ ' " state Maryland

6. Representation in Existing =istorical surveys

uie P-G. Co. Inventory of Historic Sites

date 1974 | " ___tederal ___state __ Xcounty ___iocal

depository for survey records County Planning, MNCPPC
Upper Marlboro o M@rﬂ an d 20772

city, town
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7. Description | R Survey No. PG73-9

- Condition Check one Check one

— oxcellent  __ deteriorated __ unaltered — original site .
——good- - —X ruins —— altered - ——moved date of move
' | ——=unexposed ' LT .

various elements as it exists today. -
i .yz2..The site of Rose Mount includes the foundations of the mid-nineteenth
. .-century house of Joseph Kent Roberts, several large lindens and other trees
-~ which framed the house, remnants of terraced gardens, and the site of
_ Governor Joseph Kent's grave. “To the north and east of the house site is
.- _one tenant dwelling, and several early twentieth century barns in poor
““conditfon. ‘This complex of features is located on rolling farmland, not
.+ visible from Landover Road, but accessible by an unpaved lane which leads
northeast from St. Joseph's Roman Catholic Church., The house foundations
ouv.are Jocated on a hill, the highest elevation on the site, and the property
"7 now consists of 260 acres owned by Balk Hill, Incorporated. The house at
.- _-Rose Mount burned.to the ground in 1974, and today the foundations are
o yigible, although heavily overgrown. The foundations are built of rough
" "Tecal iron-bearing sandstone surmounted by several courses of brick, and
-~ "once enclosed a-full basement. ' The house was a two-and-one-half story
~ * frame hip-roofed dwelling, five bays by two bays, with attached two-story
~-'wing. ‘The house plan consisted of central stairhall flanked by double
_parlors; entrance was in the central bay of the principal south facade,
through double doors surmounted by a five-light transom. Above the
. entrance. bay was a central cross-gable. The entrance was sheltered by a
. one-story three-bay hip-roof porch supported by Tuscan columns. Four
~ _.interior brick chimney stacks flanked the central passage, and served fire-
+-- places in the interior walls of the four parlors and bedrooms above. The
fireplaces were embellished with marble mantels. The east wing consisted
“of“a pantry room, which had & small boxed staircase in its interior corner
and a: kitchen in-the east, warmed by a large firepace in the east gable
wall. : ' '

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its

Lot
:,‘*};

A short dfstance northeast of the house stood a (probably contemp-
orary) smoke house, and northwest of the house stood a twentieth century
garagq~buj1d1ng.w-:

~. - -The unpaved lane leads northeast from Landover Road, past cultivated
fields and several tobacco barns, climbs the grade known as Balk Hill and
bends north toward the house site. At the location of the gardens the lane
forks, one: branch leading northeast to a tenant house, and the other (now
overgrown) leading westward around the hill to the garage behind the house
site. Family tradition indicates that Governor Kent's unmarked grave is
located just north of the fork, in a level area used in this century as a
vegetap]e garden.

L e T

B R A SR ) B



T TR eSO ChSaive 6 16 S SO G A T N T 1"

8. Si gniﬂcance rTem@sialt L 5 Survey Nowo PG#T3-9

es;,pudﬂsknﬁ: ,_s.anﬂunuogy1uthhnnﬂe — cCommunity planning ___Jondscapoawchnocnno religion
4 3 s ' —_— A — science
— scuipture
—— social
“humanitarian
— theater '
—— transportation
—— other (specify)

- ;Thefsite of'Rose Hount has considerabie historic significance being
' the home place of Governor Joseph Kent, and the site of the frame planta-
Jtion house.buflt later by his nephew, Joseph Kent Roberts. Only the foun-
- dation remains-of:the Roberts house. however the site is heavily overgrown
' and auaiting development. I .
i -t T ,,.v_;v
In 1806. 840 acres of Tand, part of tracts known as Park Hall and
Brooke Grove, were purchased by Dr. Joseph Kent.l On this property,
. 'which he renamed R:je Mount, he built a plantation house, reportedly of
7. stone, and developed fine terraced gardens with roses and lilies. Kent,
besides: practicing medicine; served in the U.S. House of Representatives
-1810-1815 and 1819-1826. He was elected Governor of Maryland and served
from 1826-1829, and served in the U.S. .Senate from 1833 until his death in
1837. He died at Rose Mount in November 1837, and was buried there. In
1986, Governor Kent was elevated to the Prince George's County Hall of
Fame. ‘

After Kent S death h1S widow and the minor children of his first
marriage moved to A]exandria. Kent's creditors brought suit against his estate,
and the Chancery Court decreed that Rose Mount should be sold to pay his
debts. Commissioners were appointed to lay off the dower lot, 300 acres,
in which the widow, Alice Kent, was assigned a 1ife estate. The 900-acre
estate was offered at public sale, 27 Novembher 1840, and purchased by
the Governor's nephew, Joseph Kent Roberts.3 No record has yet been dis-
covered as to what happened to Kent's plantation house. It is possible
that it was destroyed during this period, for the widow resided in Alex-
andria, and then before 1850, removed to Baltimore. The 300-acre dower
portion was for a time leased to James Kent of Anne Arundel County; in
1856, the reversion rights to the dower portion were purchased by Roberts,
and it was probably at this time that he built the large frame house which
was his family's home for three generations. It is possible that
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Roberts reused the stone foundation of the older house when he constructed
his -frame dwelling, and that the still visible stone substructure of the
foundation represents the earlier building.

Joseph Kent Roberts died at Rose Mount in 1883 and devised the prop-
erty to his SOE’ William W. Roberts, who made it his home until his déath-
there in 1933. The farm remained the home of his unmarried daughters,
Alice and Elesa Roberts, until their deaths in 1958 and 1963 respectively,
Their wills devised the home place to members of their siblings' families;
in the Tate 1960's, these fractional interests, totalling 260 _acres, were
bought up by Charles H, Berry, nephew of the Roberts sisters.6 The
large frame house was occupied by tenants for a few years, but was appar-
ently unoccupied when it was destroyed by fire in 1974, The 260-acre
property was sold to a consortium of the family, Balk Hill, Inc, in 1984,

Although the site of Rose Mount has important historical associations,
there is 1ittle left to see there, The grave of Governor Kent is unmarked,
and only an oral family tradition suggests its location. The formal
gardens are difficult to distinguish, although there is a suggestion of the
terrace levels south and east of the house site. The drive which led
northwest atound the gardens up to the house site is overgrown and im-
passable. At the house site itself, the highest point in the immediate area,
the house foundations are clearly visible, The four interior chimneys
stood for nearly a decade after the 1974 fire, but the bricks now lie in
overgrown mounds. Rose Mount was the home site of two prominent Prince
George's County families, but only scattered traces of the plantation
remain,

Notes
1. Prince George's County Deeds, JRM#12:136; JRM#13:273; JRM#17:580,583.
2. White, Frank F.Jr., The Governors of Maryland, 1777-1970, Hall of

Records, Annapolis, 1970; Prince George's County Hall of Fame brochure,
1987,

3. Prince George's County Chancery #7537; National Intelligencer,
3 November 1840; Prince George's County Deed JBB #3:370.

4, Prince George's County Chancery #7537; Bowie, Effie Gwynn, Across the
Years in Prince George's County, 1947, pp. 230, 441; Prince George's
County Deeds JBB #4:396; JBB #6:553; CSM #1:436,

5. Prince George's County Wills, WAJ Jr, #1:361 (1883) and WTD #3:318 (1933)

6. Prince George's County Wills WDA #3:321 (1958) and WDA #11:767 (1963), -
Prince George's County Deeds #3409:673; #3656:893; etc.

7. Prince George's County Deed #5889:973,
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Prince George's County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TDWN: STATE

Upper Marlboro Maryland
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Home of Gov. Kent. His grave--unmarked--is reportedly

on the property.
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(Check One) 5 151
7 Moved fR Original Site —_—
SPECIFIC DATE

_

(Check One) . I— N
E8 Fair. (] Deteriorated

co 'ION

(Check One)
[0 Unaitered

[ Altered

AREAS OF SIGN!
Abor igir
O pr
' . . 0w
The house is g five bay, two story frame 03 Agri.
‘ ' o Arch
Structure sheatheg with clapboards. a one : g‘m
3 Comr
[ Comr

Cons
the doorway has double doors and a five -

P—————
STATEMENT OF ¢

story porch Covers the three center bays;

light transom. The hipped-roof is bracketed.

Interior chimneys are positioned about one- Hon

third of the length of the house from either on

end wall. oOn the end walls, the roof has

two dormer windows.

1

' In plan, the house has a central hall with

flanking double parlors. The Staircase,

INSTRUCTIONS

rising at the end of the hall, is open to the

third floor. Detailing includes cornices

SEE

over windows and doors, six pPanel doors and

SNOI.LJHHJ.SNI_BSS

marble fireplaces. In the two front parlors,
the firplaces have grates, one made by W.E.
Wood & Co., and the other by S.E. Sexton & Co.,

both of Baltimore,

The kitchen wing has a large fireplace and

a small boxed staircase.
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